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9 Cor. m * 
But be himſelf {hall be ſaved, yet ho as by fre. 


H E Context is thus, According to the grace of Gad which is 
given unte me, 45 4 Wi Maſter-builder „I bave laid the foun- 
* and anot her buildgth thereon * but let every man take 

heed how he buildeth th:reupot. For other foundation can no man 

than that which i laid, Jeſus Chrif, Ar any man build 3 th 

. foundation, gold, fi flver , prect 2 , wood, hey, flubble, every s tl 

work ſhall be made manifeſt, for + 415 declare it; I. it all yu 

be revealed by fire ; and the fire jÞs ry mans work. of what ra we ene 
it . If any mans work abide 4 be. bath þ buile ther 

receive a reward. an many er » burnt , he ſk Ja boſs ; ger 

but he himſelf ſhal 1 .. 2 as by 

In theſe 42 the Apoſtle of a oh 2 perſons, who held indeed * 

the foundation of Chriftiany, but vor] upon-it ſuch dofFrines or practice: Ape 

25 would not bear the trial; which he expreſſes to us by wood, hay, and fiat 

 fubble, which are not prsf again the fre, Such a perſon, the Apoſtle this 

tells us, hath brougnt himſelf into a very Toſi Pol ew 15.5 

he 35 7 the poſſibility of his ſalvation : * wmſelf , . 

0 as e. ci let 

That by fire here is not meant the 8 as ſome pretend 2 

+, (who Sola be glad of any ſhadow oſ a text of Scripture to countenance equ 


their own dreams) ſhall neither trouble you” nor my ſelf to manifeſt; I ac! 
. fince the particle of ſimilitude Lag] plainly ſhews that the Apoſtle did I 


not intend an eſcape out of the. fire /iteraly , bur like to that vue wen If :v0 
; make our of a Houſe or Town that is on fire, Eſpecially fince very learn- 1 
ed perſons of the Chureh of Rome do ory.cannor MM vil 
be concluded from this Text, nay all that Efiwe contends for from this of . 
place is, that it cannot be concluded from hence that there is no Purge- of | 
rory ; which: ve never pretended , bur only t — this Text docs not prove ; , 

it. t 
It is very well TOR that this is 2 Proverbial phraſe uſed not only in Ch. 
© Sripture , but in prophane Authors to fignifie 4 narrow eſcape out of # ou 
great danger. He ſhall be ſayed , yer {6 as by fire, Jig? Trup3s, . 
the fire, Joſt as of? de og is uſed, 1 Pet. 3. 20. where the Apoſtle ſpeak- 
ing of the eight perſons of Noah's, family. who d the flood, Fteoni- 
voy i blog, they eſcaped ont of the mater. 80 here his phraſe foll, 


in to be rendred in the Text, be himſelf oli nabe, yer N chf ef . =, 
re. The lk peſo yam Ae have, plycts dh pal 1 
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a firebrand out of the fire. And & 25. Others ſave with frar , plucłk- 
ing them out of the — AMY which expreſſions ſignifie the greatneſs of 
the danger and the difficulry of eſcaping it; 4s one who when his houſe at 
midnight ir ſet on fire, and being ſuddenly wak'd leaps out of hi bed, and 
runs naked out of the doers, taking nothing that is within along with : 
him, but imploying his whole care to ſave hu body from the flames, as 
St. Chryſoſtom upon anether occafion expreſſeth it. And fo the Roman Ora- 
tor (a] (ho, it is likely did not think of Purgatory ) uſeth this Phraſe; 
Nuo ex judicio , velut ex incendio, nudis effugit ; From which judg- 
ment or Sentence he eſcaped naked, as it were out of a burning. And 
one of the Greek Orators (C) tells us, That to ſave a man out of the fre, 
was a common proverbial ſpeech. © | 7 | 
From the words thus explained, the Obſervation that naturally ariſeth 
is this, That men may hold all the Fundamentals of Chriſtian Religion, 
and yet may faperads other things whereby they may greatly endanger 
their ſalvation. What thoſe things were which ſome among the Corin- 
thrans built upon the foundation of Chriſtianity, whereby they endan- 
ger'd their Salvation, we may probably conjecture by what the Apoſtle 
reproves in this Epiſtle , as the tolerating of inceſtuous marriages, com- 
municating in 7dol-feafts, &c. And eſpecially by rhe Doctrine of the falſe 
Apoltles , who at that time did ſo much Jiſturb the peace of moſt Chri- 
flian Churches, and who are fo often and ſo ſeverely. reflected upon ia 
this Epiſtle. And what their Doctrine was, we have an account, AF. 
15. Viz. that they impoſed upon the Gentile Chriſtians Cirtumcifion, and 
the obſervation f the Jewiſh Lam, teaching that unleſs they were circum- 
ciſed, and kept the Law of Moſes , they could not be ſaved, So that they 
did not only build theſe. Doctrines upon Chriſtianity, but they made them 
equal with the Foundation, ſaying , that unleſs men believ d aud praiſed 
ſuch things they could not be ſavea. — Nee 
In ſpeaking to this Obſervation , I ſhall reduce my diſcourſe ro theſe 
two Heads. 7.50% 7 
1. I ſhall preſent to you ſome Doctrines and Practices which have been 
built upon the Foundation of Chriſtianity, to the great hazard and danger 
8 mens ſalvation And to to be plain, I mean particularly che Church 
of Rome, J. . PP 
2. I ſhall enquire \, whether our granting a peſſibility of falyation 
{ though with great hazard) to thoſe in the Communion df the Roman | 
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couragement to any man to be take himſelf to that Church. 775 
And there is the more reaſon ro conſider. theſe thiugs, when ſo many 
ſeducing Spirits are ſo active and buſie ro pervert meh from the truth; 
and when we ſee every day ſo many men and their Religion fo eaſily pars 
ted. For this reaſon theſe two Conſiderations ſhall be the ſubject of the 
following diſcourſe. - Ns. * ene 
* ——„— — 
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Church , and their denying it to us, be a reaſonable argument and en- 7 


| 


no ſuch thing was believed in the world. 


* 
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, 4 0 4 ) | ; | N 
I, Hrſt. We will confider ſome Decfrines and Practices which the 
Church of Rome hath built upon the foundation of Chriſtianity , to the 
great hazard and danger of mens ſalvation. It is not denied by the moſt 


i judicious Proteſtants , but that the Church of Rome do hold all the Ar- 
© ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, which are neceſſary to ſalvation, But that 


which we charge upon them, as a juſt ground of our ſeparation from them, 
is, the impo(ing of wow Doftrines and Practices upon Chriſtians as neceſ- 


ſary to ſalvation, which were never taught by our Saviour, or his A- 


poſtles ; and which are either directly contrary to the Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity, or too apparently deſtructive of a good life. And I begin 


1. With their Do&Frines, And becauſe I have no mind to” aggravate 
leſſer matters, I will ſingle out four or five points of Doctrine, which 


they have added to the Chriſtian Religion, and which were neither taught 


by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, nor own'd in the firſt Ages of Chriſti- 
anity. And the 5 


Firſt which I ſhall mention, and which being once admitted makes 
way for as many errors as they pleaſe to bring in, is their Doctrine of In- 
Fallibility. An this they are very ſtiff and peremptory in, though they 
are not agreed among thomſelves where this Infallibility is ſeared ; whe- 
ther in the Pope alone, or a Council alone, or in both together, or in 
the diffuſive body of Chriftians, But they are ſure they have it, though 
they know not where it is, | n 

And is this no prejudice againſt it? can any man think that this pri- 
wilege was at firſt conferred upon the Church of Rome, and that Chri- 
ſtians in all Ages did believe it, and had conſtant recourſe to it for de- 
rermining their differences, and yet that that very Church which hath en- 
joyed add uſed it ſo long ſhould now be at a loſs where to find it? No- 
thing could have fallen out more unluckily , than that there ſhould be 
ſach diffeeences among them about that which they pretend to be the only 
means of ending all difference. 3 \ 

There is not the leaſt intimatton in Scripture of this privilege con- 
ferr'd upon the Roman Church, nor do the Apoſtles, in all their Epiſt- 


les, ever ſo much as give the leaſt direction to Chriſtians to appeal to 


the Biſhop of Rome for a determination of the many differences which 


even in thoſe times happen d among them : And it is ſtrange they ſhould 
be ſo ſilent in rhis matter, when there were ſo. many occaſions to {| 
_ of it, if our Saviour had plainly appointed ſuch and infalible Fudge of 
cop troverſies for this very end to decide the differences that ſhould happen 


among Chriſtians. Ir is ſtrange that the antient Fathers in their diſputes 


vith Hereticks ſhould never appeal to this Judge; nay, it is ſtrange they 


ſhould not conſtantly do it in all caſes, it being ſo ſhort and expedite a 
way for the ending of controyerſies.- And this very conſideration to à wiſe 
man is luſtead of a thouſand arguments to ſarisfe him, that in thoſe times 
Noe this Docłr ine of Infalibility, if it be not true, is of ſo abs 
mnre pernicious conſequence to Chriſtianity , becauſe the oonceit of it 
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yer I doubt not, but in the Apoftles ſenſe , it will be found to be hay an 


that / for our $aviour's being ſubſtancially changed into all choſe things 


does confirm them that think they have it in all their other errors ; and 


gives them a pretence of aſſuming an Authority to themſelves to impoſe 
their own fanties and miſtakes upon the whole Chriſtian world, | 
Their Doctrine about Repentance , Which conſiſts in confeſſing their 


fins to the Prieſts ; which if it be but accompanied with any degree of con- 


trition does upon abſolution received from the. Prieſt , put them into a 
ſtate of ſalvation, though they have lived the moſt lewd and debauched 
lives that can be imagin'd ; than which nothing can be more plainly de- 
ſtructive of a good life. For if this be true, all the hazard that the maſt 
wicked man runs of his ſalvagion is only the danger of ſo ſudden 4 death 
as gives him no ſpace for confeſſion and abſolution. A caſe that happens 
ſo rarely, that any man that is ſtrongly addicted to his luſts will be con- 
rent to venture his ſalvation upon this hazard ; and all the arguments to 
a good life will be very inſignificant to a man that hath a mind to be wick- 
ed, when remiſſion of fins may be had upon ſuch cheap terms. 

3. The Doctrine of Purgatory { By which they mean an eſtate of tem- 
porary puniſhments after this life, from which men may be releaſed and 
tranſlated into Heaven by the prayers of the living, and the ſacrifice of 
the Maſt. That this Doctrine was not known in the primitive Church, 


nor can be proved from Scripture, we have the free acknowledgment of aa 


learned and eminent men as any of that Church; which. is to acknow- 


ledge that it is a ſuperſtructure upon the Chriſtian Religion. And though - 


in one ſenſe it be indeed a building of Gold and Silver upon the foundari- 


tion of Chriſtianity , conſidering the vaſt revenues which this Doctrine 


(and that of Indulgence, which depends upon it) brings into that Church 


Hubble. But how groundleſs ſoever it be, it is too gainful a Doctrine to 
be eaſily parted withal. 


1. The Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation. A hard word, but I would to 


taken ſome pains to. conſider other Religions that have been in the world, 


and I muſt freely declare, that I never yet in any of them met with any 


Article or Propoſition, impoſed upon the belief of men, half fo unrea- 


God that were the worſt of it; the thing is much more difficult, I hare 


1 


ſonable and hard to be believed as this is : And yet this ip ths Remiſs 


Church is eſteemed one of the molt pringipal Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; though there is no more certain foundation for it in Seripture, 


which are ſaid of him, as that he is a rock, a vine, a deer, and a hun- 
d red other things. 99 ” 5 eee 
But this is not all, This Doctrine hath not only no certain Foundation 

in Scripture, but I have a far heavier charge againſt it, namely, that it 
under mines the very foundatiou of Chriſtianity it ſelfl. And ſurelyx 


nothing ought to be admitted to ba a part of the Criſtian DeBrine' | 


which deſtroys the reaſon of our belief ot the whole. And that this 


Doctrine does ſo, will appear evidently, if we conſider what was 


the main” argument which the Apoſtles uſcd 10 canyince the world 7 


e 


5 


| 


(6) | 
che truth of Chriftianity ; wal that was this, That our 115150 Saviour, 
the Author of t his Doctrine, 'wreught ſuch and ſuch miracles, and par- 


. ricularly that he roſe again from the dead: Aud this they proved becauſe 


Fox were eye witneſſes of his miracles, and had ſcen him and vanverſed 
| him after he was riſen from the dead. But whar if their ſenſes did 
| Se them in this matter ? then it cannot be denied but that the main 
proof of Chriſtianity falls to the ground. _ 

Well! We will now ſuppoſe (as the Church of Rome does ( rare 
Pantiation to have been one principal part of the Chriſtian Doctrine 
which che Apoſtles preached. But if this Doctrine be true, then all 
mens ſenſes are deceived in a plain ſenſible matter, wherein 'tis as hard 
for them to be deceived as in any thing in the world: For two things 
can hardly be imagin'd more different, than a little bir of wafer , and the 

whole body of a man. 

So that the Apoſtles perſwading men to believe this Dod rine, perſwa. 
ded them not ro truſt their ſells, -and yet the argument which they uſed 
ro perſwade them to this was built upon the direct contrary principle, that 
mens ſenſes are to be trufted, For if they be not, then notwithſtanding 
all the evidence the Apoſtles offer'd for the Reſurrection of our Saviour 
he might not be riſen , and ſo the Faith of Chriſtians was vain. So, that 
they repreſent the Apoſtles as abſurd as is poſſible , i. going about ro 


per ſwade men out of their ſenſes by virtue of an Argument » the whole 
| © ſtrength whereof depends upon the certainty of ſenſe, 


And now the matter is brought to a fair iflue ; If the teſtimony of 
: ſenſe be to be relied upon, then Tranſubſtantiation | is falſe ; If it be not, 
then no man is ſure that Chriſtianity is true. For the urmoſt aſſurance 
that the Apoſtles had of the truth of Chriſtianity. was the teſtimony of 
their own ſenſes concerning our Savionr's miracles, and this teſtimony 
every man hath againſt T-aſubſtantiation. From whence it plainly fol- 


lows, that no man { no not the Apoſtles themſelves ) had more reaſon to 


NA believe” Chriſtianity to be true, than every man that to believe Tranſubſtax- 


/ 


tration to be falſe. And we who did not ſce our Saviour's Miracles (as the 


| Apoſtles did) and have only a credible relation of them, but do ſee the Sa- 


erament, have lefs evidence of the truth of Chrifronuty than of thee 


Food of Tranſubftantiation, Ml 


gut cannot God impoſe upon the fanſes of men, "a repreſent thiy 
fo them otherwiſe than they are ? Les, undoubtedly. And if he b 


3 revealed that he doth this, are we not to believe him? Moſt certaj 


4 a Divine Revelation , and that theſe words ( Tha is my Bonly ) if they be - 
10 Scripture, muſt neceſſarily be taken in the ſtrict and literal ſenſe, 1 
ge now , Whar/grearer.cvidence any man has that theſe words (Thu 10 


| r r has.chat 10 IP is wo 


Bur then ve ought to be affured that he hath made ſuch a Revelation; ; 


- which Aſſurance uo man can have, the oy of Note. being weken 


Ly * 182 
1 eg preſs the buſineſs a liezle Carcher. Suppoling he Scripture te be 
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Bread is not chang d we have the concurring teſtimony of ſeveral, of our 
ſenſes. In a word, if this be once admitted that the Senſes of all mem are 


let an 


"was not the 


1 
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chan d in the Sacrament ? W ar de has ſo much ; for we have only 
the evidence of one ſenſe that theſe words arg in the Bible, but that the 


deceiv'd in one of the moſt plain ſenfible matters that can be, there is no 
certain means left either to cofivey or prove a Divine Revelation to men; 
nor is there any way to confute the groſſeſt impoſtures in the World: For 
if the clear evidence of all mens ſenles be not ſufficient for this purpoſe, 


Loan fo Soon . „ ee eee ee | 
I bope nobody expects that I ſhould take the pains to ſhew that this 


y are ſo like one another, 
a x / b 


II. I come now in the ſecond place to confider ſome Praices of the 


condemned ia the whole Bible And they t 
tain that this Practice was not condemned b 
allowed and uſed in t 


op for the d 
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- uſed ia the ſaine caſe ) ig as point blapk againſt the ſecond Commandment, 
as a deliberate and malicious ailing 7 man is againſt che ſoxrh. But if 
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Writers ſs they a are gui 


the Woman brake forth into that rapture cohcerning 
ol dur Lord , Bleſſed i A the womb that berg thet , 
| thee ſuck ! 'Our. Ne diverts to 4 ching; 


are they that hear the word of God; either out Saviour 
or his Apoſtles it in M their par 1 1 $4 wap 'Di eQions concern) 
Pra rayer , and the nner of it by whom ve are g,eddreſ} bur kel. 
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den as the Bread. ; and 8 might as well; a the ſame 405 
thority, take away the one as the other, and doch as well as eithłr. 


3. Their worſhipping of Images, Which Practicg ( notwithſtanding 
all their Diſtinctions about it, which are no ot her but what the Heathey: 


the caſe be io plain, a man yould thibk that at leaſt the Teachers and 

Guides of that Chureh ſhould be ſeuſible of it. Why F they are fo, and 

afraid the people ſhould be ſo too, and therefore in their ordinary « Cate- 

chiſms and Manuals of Devotion they leave out the ſecond Commandment, 

and divide the tent h into two to make up the number; leſt if che com- 

mon pe oo ſhould know it their Conſciences ſhould ftart at the doing of 
directly contrary to the plain command of God. 

„ The worſhipping of the Bread and Wine in the Euchariſt , out of's 
falſe and groundleſs perſwaſion, that they. are ſubſtantially changed inte 
the body and blood of Chrift. Which if © 1 be not true (and it hath 8 
fortune if it be, for certainly it is one of the molt incredible things in t 
whole World) the then bf. the Fer ſhon of ſeveral ol their own learned 
ty of groſs laelatry. | 
5. The worthip and invocation of Saints and Angel:; and particularly 
of the Virgin Mary, which hach now for ſome Ages beta a principal part 
of their Religion, Now a man may juſtly wonder that ſo conſiderable a 
part of Religion as they make this to be ſhould have ho manner'of foun- 
dation in the Scripture. Does our Saviour any where ſpeak one word 


concerning the worſhipping of Her ? Nay , does he nöt take all occaſions 


to reftrain all extravagant apprehenfions and imaginations concerning 


| 'gour due to Her, as foreſceing the degeneracy of the Church in this 


thing ? When he was told that his Mother and Brethren were ithout ; 


| Ihe ( ſays he }are my. mother and i 11 11 ? He that det the will .of 


my Fat her, the ſame i my Mother, "and Sifter, and Brother. Aud whe 

the bleſſed Mothe 
id the paps that 
Ts, rather |, ble] 
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ves to God , give the leaſt e of pray ing to os Wo in 4 hi | 
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had been the If of the Clitrch” nx 4 | 
and his A dies would” baye 1 18 Ren 25 a pa 
| of Religion ; inſomuch thay 'T 
not remember 12275 her Nate is as I 
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he proportion obſerved in 'their'Roſaries. He that conſiders this, end 
r the Bible, vould have been apt to think that there, had 
more ſaid concerning Her in Scripture , than either concerning God, 
r our bleſſed Savioxr ; and that the New Teſtament were full from one 
nd to the other of Preceprs and Exhortations to the worſhipping of Her ; 
and yet when all is done, I challenge any man to ſhew me ſo much az one 
ſentence in the whole Bible that ſounds that And there is as little in 
he Chriſtian Writters of the firſt three hun red Years. Tbe truth is, 
this. prait ice began to creep in among ſome ſuperſtitious people about the 
middle of the fourth — 4 And I remember particularly, that Epi- 
hanins who lived about that time calls it the Hereſie of the Woman. - . 
And thus I have. gwen on ſoma laſtances of ſeyeral DoFrines and Pra- 
— —_ the Church of Rome have, built upon the Foundation of Chri- 
Much more might have been ſaid of them, but from what hath | 
me id any man may 90 n b dangerous 2 as to hy * 
aden of. men. : > 0? My b 

* 13 

I "proceed now in 5 The son place, 

1 I. To conſider, whether our grantiog.a poſſi bility 1 though 
vithzgrrat hazard to thoſe in the Commynion of the Roman: Church, 
and their denying it to us, be a ſufficient argument and encouragement 
to any man to quit our Church and go to theirs. And there is the mote 
deed . to conſider, this, becauſe this is the great popular argument where 
vich'the;Emuſſaries and Agents of that Church are wont to aſſaolt our 
people. Dur Church (ay they) grants that 4 Papiſts may, le ſe ved; 
Ours denies that @ Proteſtant can be ſaved. ; therefore it ij ſafeft to be of 
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For anſwer to tbis I hall 8 to wer „chat this is ſo, far from | 
being #1g00d argument. that it is ſo intolerably-weak and ſophiſtical that 


it is good of it ſelf and ſufficient to perſyade a man to relinquiſh our 
Chusch, and to paſi over to theirs, Without entring intg, the merits of 
the aauſe on either ſide , and without comparing the Doctrines and Pra- 

tices af bath the Churches together, jar, it 38 not. If it be not ſufficient 
of ip. ſelf to perſy adlo a man to leave on, Church,, vithout comparing the 


got by. it. For if upon examination and comparing of Doctrines the one 
appear. to be true and the other falſe, this alone i is 2 lufficient inducement 
E 1 cleaye to that Church where the xrup Doctrine is 4, A 
ang.thenythere.is.no need of this argument. 
it be fad, rhatichis. argument ig EE eit FILA the exami- 
nation-of the DoArines of both Churches 10 ſeems a very, ſtrange thing 


Ie e | . 1 re PAT 70 4 7 
., eee buy. Dodtrives, and 
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11 
theſe 


ee, of Po 


dur Church , in which al untiun by the genes of, both fodes u : 


any conſiderate man dught to be aſham d to be catch d by ir. For either 


Dafhrines on both des, then it is ta no purpoſe, and there is nothing” | 
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0 n ard # af doh thr firs nk 
3 of ſulution fo 2 2 
gut they ho uſe this argument , pretend chat it is ſafſiciehe of it de 
- and therefore { ſhall apply my ſelf to ſhew, as briefly and plainly ja, 
eau, the miſerable weakneſs nnd inſufficienty of it — nay 
* | conſcietce or prudence to change his Religion. And to this end L ſhall 
A 1. She the weakneſs of the principle upon which this argument relie 
R ern 
; | dey fable. ; 
4% 3. | it rake ores of ome go fr hs Glo en. 
= 4. Shew hoy onfit it is to work upon thoſe to whom it ts pry 
And, 
3 How improper it i co be ungd thoſe that make uſe erk. | 
I. I ſhall ſhew the weakneſs of by principle upon which this argu 
relies; Rich that is this, iT hat —2 di parties in Religin 
 wgree in, it ſafeſt 10 be chen. The true of which princiy 
fi i be driven to the head, is to perſwade men to forſake China 
and to make them take up in the principles of natural Religion , for | 
_ theſe all Religions do agree. For if this principle be true, and fignif 
any thing, it is dan to embrace any thing wherem the ſeveral pa 
ties in Religion differ 3 becauſe that only is ſafe and prudent to be choſa 
wherein all agree. Sq that this argument, if the foundation of it be goo 
will perfwade further than thoſe whq, make uſe of it deſire it ſhould do; 
for it will nor only make men forſake the Proteſtant Religion , but P 
Ney too; and which is mach more conſiderable , Chriſtianity it (elf, 
14; 1will give ſome parallel inſtance; by which it will clearly be. fea 
that this ar t concludes falſe. The Dineriffs denied the Baptiſm o 
' the Catholicks to be good, but the Carholicks the Baptiſm 
of the Dowatiffs to be valid, So that both fides were agreed that the Bap 
15 of the Dynatiſt; was good, therefore the ſafeſt way for St. Auffit 
and other Carbolicks ( accotting to this argument) was to 2 —— 
Again by the Dengtiffs, becaule by the ciaoviedgement of both 
, | Baptifm among them was valid, 
"Ia * „ come * ot the Church 2 Reins Sbverl in 85 — 
perſonal infallibility of the Pope am the Tawfulneſy of depoſing 
|. . and killing Kings for Hebefie to be a fide, that iu, neceſſary Artic 
| of Faith, and conſequently ; that whoever does not believe pe Gem 
= be ved. But a great many Pupis, though they believe theſe things 
w de no matters of Faith, yet they think thoſe that hold them thay be 
| © - ſaved, and they are generally very favourable towards them. Bur nov, 
Y -aceording to this argionent , t all ti be of their © 3 
A 2 3 both a ed 0 that hey thi b 7 77 Fg 4 
1 fays that es kante, ſaved 


Bur 7 Zr bete ah pos br re pris 
I i de tet, Sc. Paw here zn the Text achovIadgeth THF" 5 


P — —— Cn — 8 
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of the ſalvation of thoſe who built bey and ftubble upon. the foundation 
of Chriftianity' ; that they might be ſaved , though with great difficulty, - 
and as it were our of the fire, But now ar thoſe builders with hay - 
and ſtubble there were thoſe who denied che ility of St. Paul's ſalva- 
tian and of thoſe who were of his mind. We are told of ſome who built 
che Jewiſh, Ceremonies and Obſervances upon the foundation of Chriſtia« - 
"MW nity, and ſaid that unleſs men were Circumtiſed and kept the Law of 
"BW Moſes they could not be ſaved. So that by this argument St. Paul and his 
followers ought to have gone over to thoſe Fudaizing Chriſtians, becauſe 
it was acknowledged on both fides that they might be ſaved. Bur theſe 
izing Chriſtians were as uncharitable to St. Paul and other Chriſtians 
28 the Church of Rome is now to us, for they {aid poſitively that they 
cauld not be ſaved. - But can any man think that St. Paul would have been 


rat which was only poffible , and that with great difficulty and hazard ? 
The argument you ſce is the very fame, and yet it concludes the wrong 
way ; which plainly ſhews that it is a contingent argument, and conclu- 
des uncertainly and by chauce, and therefore no man ought to be moved 


by ifs 11 be, | + LO ee 

111. I ſhall take notice of ſome groſs abfurdities that follow from it. I 

ball mention bur theſe two. Wel e 8 
0 Wy ing to this principle it is always ſafeſt ro be on the #nchari- ' | 
table fide. And yet uncharicableneſs is as bad an evidence, either af . 
true Chriſtian , or a true Church, as a man would wiſh. Charity is one 
of the moſt eſſential marks of Chriſtianity , and what the Apoſtle faith of 
articular Chriſtians is as true of whole Churches, that rhog they have 
Il Faith ; yet if they haue not Charity they are nothing. 
I grant * no Charity teacheth men to ſee others damned, and not 
e delt chemche danger of their oondition. But it is to be conlider'd that 
be damning of men is à very hard thing , and therefore whenever we do 

t ghe caſe muſt be wonderfully plain. And is it ſo in this matter ? They 
f the Church of Rome cannot deny but that we embrace all che Doctrines 
f gur Saviopr , contain d in the Apoſtles Creed and determined by he 
dur firſt General Councils. : And yet they will not allow this and a good 
ife to put us within a poſſibility of ſalyation, becauſe we will not ſubmi 
o all the innovations they would impoſe upon us. And yet I think chere 
ſcarce any Duchrine or Practice in difference between them and us, which 
owe or other of their moſt learned Writes have not acknowledged either 
dc ee e eee » of nor 0 Nays been held aud 
radtiſed. by the primitive Church: ſo that nothing can excuſe their un. 
baricablenels towards us. And thay pe dear for the little advantage 
bey get by this argument, for they do what in them lies to make them 
ves no Chriſtians that they may prove themſelves the truer and more 
briftian- Church; A medium. which we do not deſire tc make uſe f. 

24 this argumgns vet good, then by, this trik & dian may bring 
wer all rhe world to agree with him in an Error which. another docs nos 
ry | . e e "\*T . E 
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moved by this argument, to leave a ſafe and certain way of ſalvation fur 
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accont damnable 2 whatever it 2. he do but dam all thoſe th; 
|  _.do got hold it ; and there wants nothing but confidence aud uncharits 
bleneſi to do this. But is there any ſenſe, that another mans boldneſ 
and v aut of charity ſhould be an argument to move me to be of his opj. 
nion ? [, cannot illuſtrate this better, than by the difference between 
»kilful Phyſician and a Mounteþank. A learned and skilful Phyſician is 
modeſt; and ſpeaks juſtly of things: He ſays, that ſuch a method of 
cure which he had directed is ſafe , and withal, that that which thy 
Mountebank preſcribes may poſſibly do the work, but there is great ha. 
zard and danger in it: But the Mount ebank, who never talks of any 
thing leſs than znfalible Cures , (and always the more Mountebank , the 
ſtronger pretence to Infalibility ) he is poſitive that that method which 
the Phyſician preſcribes will deſtroy the Patient, but his receipt is infal nu 
lible and never N 1 there 11 8 in this caſe, that this maifthe 
mould carry it meetly by his confidence f And yet if this 1 nor it be 7 
|, good, che iel 275 bt reject the Phyſicians advice and to Rick to the — 
| :Mountebanks, For both ſides are agreed, that there is a poſſibility of Cur 

in the Mountebank's method, but not in the Phyffcian's; and ſo th 

whole, force of the argument lies in the confidence of an ignorant man. 
Iv. This argument is very unſit to work upon #hoſe to whom it 

propounded: For either they believe ve ſay true in this, or not. If the 

ö think ve do not, they have no reaſon to be moved by what we ſay, |: 

they think we do, why do they not take in all that we ſay in this matter 

Namely ,: that though it be poſſible for ſome in the Communion of thai 

Roman Church to be ſaved , yet it is very hazardotis ; and that they art 

in q ſaſe condition already in ou Church. And why then ſhould a ber! 

poſſibility , accompanied with infinite and apparent Hazard, be an argu 
ment to any man to run into that dangerſ?;³ß! 

Laſtly, zhis argument is very improper to be 2 who malt 
uůlſe of it. Half of the ſtrength of it lies jn this, that ws Prore fn, ac 

knowledge that it ig poſſible a Papi ſ may be ſaved, But wby ſhould the 

lay any fires upon this ? What matter is it what we'Hereticks fuy, wht 
| are ſo darhnably miſtaken in all other things ? Methinks, if there ven 
-mo Other reaſon, yer becauſe we ay it, ir ſhould ſtent th them to be unf 
| likely to be true. But I perceive when it ſerves for their purpoſe ve hay 
| - ſome little credit and authority among themn. 
By this rime 1 hope every one is i fome 9 of the wen 
neſs of tha argument, which is [> tranſpurent that no wiſe! man ban Bt 
| -neſtly uſe it, and he möſt Hate & pery oddimilerſtanding' that can't 
| + chearcdhyit,-.The truth 18, It is a caſug] ap cg argument, an 
” ſometimes it concludes right , and oftner wrong; #iid-therefore nd pro 
dent man can be moved by it, except only in dhe gie, when all thing 
are ſo equal on beth fides that there ; nothing elſe in the wholeWorld 't 
| Hererming him, 1 which ſure! Jean never happen in matters of Regio. 
neceſſary to be believ d. Ne man is ſo weak, as not to cdaſider in th 
change of his Religion che WM vf the tone 77 ; us nt to dm 
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he Dofrines and Proflice of the — on both ſides x az not bag a 
zot ice of the confidence and charity of both Parties, together with all 6- 7 
her things which ought to move a conſcientious and a prudent man: And 
upon enquiry there appear to be a clear advantage on either fide , then 
"tis gement is needleſs and comes too late , decauſe the work is already 

en one without it. w. 


Beſides; that the great hazard of ſalvation in the Roman 
hurch ( which we declare upon account pf the Doctrine ant 
raftices which I have mentioned) ought to deter any man 
uch more from that Religion, than the acknowledged poiſ- 
ility. of ſalvation. in it ought to encourage any man to the 
-mbracing of it: Never did any Chriſtian Church build foi 
uch hay and ſubble upon the foundation of Chriſtianity, and 
naherefore thoſe that are Hoe in it muſt be ſaved, as it were, ue 
ebe fire. And though e atory be not meant in the Text, 
Pet it is a Doctrine very ſuited to their manner of build- 
for there or pens ign# purgazorius., of a fire to try their 
ET bac & bs I tr ab Ker end Pubble.. And I 
have ſo much Charity ( and I defire — * to — it 5 as to 
hope, that a great many among them who live piouſly , and 
l ave bor almoſt inevitably detain'd in that Church b by theyre pre- 
of education and an 1 mrinlible! ignorance, | 
| 3 ance find mercy with, God ; and though their tk, 
er loſs and be burn, — they themſelves may eſecpe, a aut” e 
% fire. But as for thoſe who had the opportunities of coming 
o the knowledge of the truth, if they continue in the errors 
of that Church, or apoſtatize ' from the truth, I chink their 
on ſo far from being ke that there muſt be extraordi- 
A ary favourable circumſtances in their ew to _ a man ha- 
A knappe: n 
be. 2 have now done with the wo things I pounded to ſpeak 1 
And I am forry that the neceſſary ffs Df our Rel ion, 
gainſt the reſtleſs importumities and attempts of our ad 
| Pon all ſorts of perſons hath engaged mn me to ſpend ſo much 
me in matters of diſpute, which 1 much —— have em- 
>@loyed in another wa Many of you can be my witneſſes that 
have conſtantly 1 my eſs, in this hg + 
| nd Aſſembly — impieties an n 7 
i pro en, and dh Nr | 
eee belief and ——— 
| And, e | 
hr pee ade ade any ons to be a good man, than to be of aux 
x ary or den of Chriſtians whatſoever, | »For I dou, 1 
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5 — ove the belief of the ancient Creed, provided we entertain 
certain ſave a man; and wi 
were any ſuch to be found in the world. N 


my conſcience believe the Church of 


3 main, the De&rine and Government , and WF 
cellently framed to make men ſoberly 7 : Securing men 


* ungenerous mind, 
ligion. Religion is our 


| aid for the Church they were baptized and brought up 
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hat is deſtructive of it, cogecher. with à good life, wil 
t this no man can 


of falyation, no not an infallible Church, 


Ve rea- 
if thete 


I have been, according to my opportunities, not a negli- 
Deere ſeveral Sets and 
rofeſſions in Religion. And upon the whole matter, I do in 
land to be the beſt con- 
; and that, as to the 
orſbip of it, are ex- 


ſtituted Church this day in the Wor 


en the one hand, from the wild freaks of Buri ; and on 
he other, from the grob folliexof derben And eur Church 
hath this i vantage above ſeveral Profeſſions that we 


know in the world, that it . due and juſt ſub- 
ordination to the civil Authority, and always been un- 
tainted in its Loyalty. : © 5 


And now trifling conſideration be ſufficient to 


t to a mans 


it is not every lztele argument , 
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y , wichout ever — 1 what 1 Be 
in 


e * 
| fincerely endeavbur f grow 
jould not need to caſt ahout for « Nite which may 


„ we 


furniſh 


the Apo Exhortation,, H/bere- 
ne. Brethren bs ye ſtedfaſt and le. 5 
TW 


3 be ag de 

. hh 
the ever Covenant , make 
doe b will ; Fraps e 


br, through Fein Chr 


ith eaſie and indirect ways t to H 
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one at Cambriage, one before 
the Query, and one at St. Giles. 
e of the Biſhop of Norwich 


before Her Majeſty. 
Two of the Biſhop of Lincoln's. 


w of Dr. Blackba};. his com- m 
mencement Sermon. 

Three of Dr. Parſons! $;call'd Thi” 
Firſft-Fruits of the Gentiles. 

Two of Dr. Moſi, one before the 
Queen, the other a Spittle Sermon. 

Two of the Archbiſh. of ork, one 
before the Queen, the other, the Go- 


— 


vernment of the thoughts. 


eie Clarke, before the 


of Dr. Stanhope, One before 
1 the Biſhopr, and three before the 


| Vene. Blackburn's before the 


A Sermon eil -d The Royal Mer- 

cant, before his Majeſty Charles II. 

One of the Biſhop of Glouceſter's 

at Guild-Hall being a Thankſgiving, 
Over the French and Bayarians. 

Two of Mr. Knagg's,' one a Per- 


| . | ſwaſive to Contentment, the other 


God with us. 
One of Dr. Headly before the 
. gtes oh 


the Victory in Flanders, g 
Oue by Mr. Spademan,. M. A. on 
Ditto, call'd — Triumph o- 


% W P 


/ 4 CATALOGUE geregnet 
Henry Hills in Black-Fryars 5 wear” the Water 
Hree of Sir Wi liaw Daws, Bar. 


_ Firſt, the other before the 
to the General — 
anden . the Queen. Ky 4, % 


before 22 
e Gibſon b. b. ar d he 


Sermon by Mr. Stennet, | 
a Thankſgiving for Frailt of Princes conſidered. 


ing for the Victory in 
. &c. 5 


Thee 6f Dr. Kewner's. 


Two wt 
on the Murther of King 8 


harles oh tk 
One df Mr Stubs, A'Preparity 


One of „ 


One — Sprint, The Ben 
's Co 75 155 6 N 
90 with 1 
Sn his Grace Joby 1 
biſhop of Cant. Of evil ſpeaking 
One by merten B. D. e Rick 
of the Clergy in the Chriſtian Chure 
erted In Anſwer to, The Ri 
the Chriſtian Church aſſerted, 
” Oce by nde M. A. at La 
ceſter Aſſizes. 
One by Rich, g M. 


at St. | 
One of Yob John ; Brought M. 


3 at Croydon. 
One of Nach. h, M. A. 
chd at — pre 
Two of Fra. Altterbury D. D. on 
before my Lord Mayor, Je ot 
a Funeral Sermon, vith a Letter | 
Anſwer. ob”; 
* One by Mr. Peaa at cure 


| nnn 


, Age | 
One by Mr. Pigget, The N 


One by Mr. Evans, 2 
by van, a Thankſgir 


An „ 
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